Draft Minutes of 61st APRA committee meeting at 8:00 pm on 13 July 2023 via Zoom 

Present: John Hedges (JH, Chair), Robert Pankhurst (RP), Kate Buckley (KB), Andrew Yaras (AY), Norman James (co-opted for part); Apologies: Geoff Dyson (GD), Chris Anthony (CA) Jacky Stephen (JS)
1. Minutes of previous meeting. Approved, to be circulated to members.
ACTION RP
2. Matters arising 

Newsletter. 60 left over - need to re-check with GD. The printing bill had been paid.


ACTION RP
Abbey Orchard wall - no further details had been received from the Cathedral.

St Albans School Local Community Group. Action notes from 7 June meeting had been circulated by School, noting APRA concerns over safety in Romeland and our draft Code of Conduct for drivers (agreeing to review with coach companies and consider a possible further meeting) and supplying a copy of their current pupil Transportation policy.  We will continue to work with local Councillors to seek further relief for the residential area. School had passed on request for help with APRA website revival and two sixth-form pupils had responded: we will engage with them.
ACTION JH/RP
Street reps. KB reported no progress on a new rep for College Place.

Fight the Freight. The scenario has worsened with confirmed sale of land by HCC but the campaign may still call for a Judicial Review if sufficient finance could be raised. The APRA contribution of £100 should still be transferred.
ACTION AY

3. Social party 15 July. 
NJ had preparation in hand, but there was concern about the weather forecast, so last minute adjustments might be necessary. RP was asked to send a reminder to members. JH agreed to provide sticky labels to identify those attending. Guy Marshall had reported the Bishop said there was no need for a leaving present but that he would be happy with a simple unglazed flowerpot for his new garden. RP recommended a high-class frost-proof range and suggested spending up to about £75, which was agreed.
ACTION RP
4. Membership. 
Editor status on spreadsheet was confirmed for JS & JH. JS was on holiday; RP agreed to e-mail sheets summarising subscription status to AY for use at the party. A few new members had come forward as a result of the Newsletter, but the offer of free membership for the rest of the current year would not apply to those pre-registered members who were simply in arrears with subs.
ACTION - RP
5. Results of the Members’ Survey.

The questionnaire results would be sent to members, together with a single sheet summary of comments received.
ACTION RP

Road closure trials. There was a consensus in favour of keeping Market Place closed, at least for market days, and for re-opening High Street. The views on George Street were 50-50 for re-opening. More restrictions on heavy vehicles and speed were somewhat favoured. School buses were a clear problem for members, even amongst those not living on the direct route.

Planning. Notwithstanding a high proportion of ‘don’t know/ no opinion’ responses, there were divided opinions on whether we should press for restrictions on extensions, and basement dig-outs but a balance against restricting garden rooms. On the other hand there was significant support for solar panels, collective heating supplies and heat pumps.

Roads. EV charging in Council car parks was widely favoured. Road and pavement repairs were a major issue.
Waste collection issues. Smaller electric refuse lorries were desirable as well as more varied recycling possibilities.

6. Interaction with Ward Councillors. 
It was proving difficult to find a mutually convenient date for a joint meeting with councillors and neighbouring RA reps to discuss key issues such as parking and waste collection. KB would persevere.
ACTION KB
7. Planning issues. 

An application for a major part-demolition, extension and basement dig-out in Welclose Street was discussed and an objection agreed upon - at the least stringent construction and highways management conditions would be essential for such a confined site.

A Council proposal to increase the number of events days in Verulamium Park from 28 to 56 per year (mostly concentrated in the four summer months) would need a strong response on behalf of those potentially affected by noise. Cllr Hill predicted a full planning application which he would call-in to committee - we should liaise.
ACTION RP/All
8. Draft Local Plan & Conservation & Heritage advisory panel. 

RP reported that the CHAP was still not formally functioning. It was not currently possible to set up a group to comment on planning applications. A small subgroup had submitted comments on the Heritage Environment chapter of the Early Draft Local Plan and another was being formed to work on shopfront design in the Conservation Area. The new Draft Local Plan 2026-2041 was now released for public consultation (until 25 September).  This is a major document of importance to the future of the city and the surrounding Green Belt. Co-operative responses were planned by the CCRA and the Civic Society, including advice on how individuals might make their views heard. We should try to assimilate the most relevant sections and prepare a guide to members.
ACTION RP/All

9. City Neighbourhoods Committee.
The postponed meeting had now been rescheduled. RP would attend for APRA as stand-in for KB and participate in the CCRA pre-meeting on 19 July.
ACTION KB/RP
Next meeting Thursday 10 August 8 pm Zoom.
End 9:30 pm
