Draft Minutes of 60th APRA committee meeting at 8:00 pm on 21 June 2023 via Zoom 

Present: John Hedges (JH, Chair), Robert Pankhurst (RP), Kate Buckley (KB), Jacky Stephen (JS). Apologies: Geoff Dyson (GD), Chris Anthony (CA). 
1. Minutes of previous meeting (not available). In future to be circulated to members.
2. Newsletter

More than 500 delivered, but some 60 left over - need to re-check with GD. The printing bill had presumably been paid.
ACTION - RP

3. Membership.

JS could not edit the spreadsheet (RP would check Editor permissions). Results from Newsletter survey would be held over until deadline 25 July.
ACTION - RP

4. Matters arising (from 10 May)
Abbey Orchard wall. Cathedral Clerk of Works had stated that work would be undertaken by the contractor currently working in Sumpter Yard. Details (e.g., timing, pavement closures) were awaited.

Road closure trials. There had been no response from HCC Project Team to objections from APRA and others. Updates had been due at 5 July CNC but this had been postponed. JS had seen cars driving up George Street - all contraventions should be reported.

Street reps. KB would follow up a suggested new rep for College Place: hopefully more would result from the Newsletter survey.
ACTION KB
Waste collection issues. KB was in touch with Cllr Julian Degg who had raised the problems in narrow streets with SADC officers and was awaiting their response. 
St Albans School Local Community Group. JH attended on 7 June (and RP for Civic Soc.) It had been overall an open and positive meeting with brief reports from local RAs and Councillors. Discussion on school coach operations included safety issues and previous draft Code of Conduct for drivers raised by JH: School agreed to consider and arrange a special meeting before start of autumn term.
5. Interaction with Ward Councillors. 

KB was continuing to try to arrange a joint meeting with councillors and neighbouring RA reps to discuss key issues such as parking and waste collection.

6. Planning issues. 

KB - Ward Councillors receive weekly list of new applications. We should ask Cllr Hill how these might be shared with us. We need to make consistent requests for adequate site management conditions to reduce disturbance to neighbours.
ACTION KB/RP

7. Conservation & Heritage advisory panel. 

RP reported that this was still not formally established. It was not currently possible to set up a group to comment on planning applications. A small subgroup had submitted comments on the Heritage Environment chapter of the Early Draft Local Plan and another was being formed to work on shopfront design in the Conservation Area.
8. Combined RAs (CCRA).
JH & RP had attended a CCRA meeting on 19 June. A joint paper had been submitted on Chapter 6 of the Local Plan draft (city centre and retail) asking for more emphasis on residents’ interests, sustainability, heritage assets and travel & movement policy. This had been in anticipation of discussion at the now-postponed CNC, but a workshop with SADC has been offered for 10 July. Trials for ‘through-the pavement’ domestic EV charging would be supported. Plans for a funfair on Bernard’s Heath would be opposed. A last gasp objection to the freight interchange on Radlett airfield land hung on raising funds for a Judicial Review - APRA would give £100 from reserves. 
ACTION - JH/AY
9. Social party 15 July. 

Norman James (£270 budget) would supply wine and cold drinks. Sticky labels were suggested for identification. GD’s jazz trio were sadly unable to play this year. Justin would be invited and Guy Marshall consulted about a leaving present for the Bishop.


ACTION - RP
Next meeting Thursday 13 July 8 pm Zoom.
End 9:20pm
