Minutes of 57th APRA committee meeting at 8:00 pm on 11 January 2023 via Zoom 
Present: Kate Buckley (KB), John Hedges (JH), Robert Pankhurst (RP), Chris Anthony (CA, joined after 30 mins), Jacky Stephen (JS, co-opted.
	ACTION
1.	Apologies: Geoff Dyson unable to join Zoom
	
2. 	Jacky was welcomed. No news from Justin on hand-over of membership list. 
	RP/JS to contact for plan.	RP/JS

3.	Minutes of last meeting (5 December) approved with minor edits.

4. 	UPDATES:
	Abbey Orchard wall (JH). Sandy Walkington had contacted David Adams at the 
	Cathedral and was awaiting a response. JH had also sent a message, so far 
	unanswered. Civic Society had been alerted (RP). Hold over to next meeting.

	Road closure Trial (JH). CRA monitoring data had been submitted to the Project 
	Team by Tim Leicester. JH expressed concern that background data with roads open, 
	details of the Trial costs and HCC monitoring had been promised but not yet received. 
	Without these our objective evaluation of the Trial would be difficult and our 
	Involvement should be reconsidered.	JH
Problems caused to members during the trial (or generally), e.g., speeding, illegal parking/loading/unloading, should be registered with the Police (101), HCC and SADC as appropriate, with a copy to APRA
	The CRA group had two aspects - 
	(i) Traffic during the trial phases (JH to follow) and (ii) wider travel strategy (KB)
	Members should be advised to record problems on HCC website	RP

	Street reps (JH). Four volunteers already (for Abbey Mill End, Abbey Mill Lane, 
	George St and Welclose St) - further suggestions to JH please.	All

	Waste (KB).  KB was building a record of missed collections with Moragh Ormiston.
	More feedback from members was required. Perhaps Mark Savage would monitor 
	College St. 	KB/RP

	Planning (RP). The part-retrospective application for a garden room at 44 Hill St to 
	which we had objected had been approved. JH asked what proportion of APRA 
	objections were upheld (approx. 20-25% after revisions and appeals); he suggested 
	revisiting APRA policy on grounds for objecting.	JH/RP
	The erection of unauthorised gates across the end of College Place had been 
	reported to Enforcement. Enforcement outcomes were not reported to objectors, 
	which was unsatisfactory and should be queried with Ward Councillors (see 7).
	Petitions on planning issues outside APRA area with implications for all (Radlett 
	Freight interchange and unapproved development on green space  at Antonine 
	Gate) should be drawn to members’ attention. APRA should write to Leader of 
	HCC on the need to sell the land at the Radlett site.	RP/JH

	Green Spaces. An update should be sought on Cllr Hill’s initiative for the Brickie.	GD

5. The need for a Pro-Zoom account was not clear as committee meetings would be 
	restricted to about six per year, but a current special offer for one year seems 
	worth taking.	RP/JH
	Webite security and management - Andrew Yaras should be pressed to obtain 
	commercial estimate.	AY

6. EXTERNAL INVOLVEMENTS: 
City Vision group (KB). This group, set up by Council Leader Chris White, aims to engage residents in shaping the future of St Albans. The remit is very wide and challenging, but 
the CRA group (notably Fred Goulden) have helped to identify key areas including
culture and heritage, sustainable development, traffic and movement, and the public 
realm. This overlaps with many of our activities: we need to stay actively involved.	KB+
St Albans School local community group. Next meeting will be on 31 January, 
attended by JH for APRA and RP for the Civic Society. School traffic (buses and parents’ 
cars) using George St during the closure trial will be raised, as well as speeding.
Conservation and Heritage Advisory Panel (CHAP, RP). This was proceeding with support 
from Civic Soc and Arc&Arc and preliminary agreement of SADC. The current task is to 
assemble interested individuals and draft Terms of Reference before the next meeting 
with SADC officers in early February.	RP

7. AOB. Periodic meetings with our Ward Councillors should be maintained and we
	should ask for one soon.	KB

The meeting closed at 9:30 pm
Next meeting: Wednesday 8 March at 8 pm

