[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of 55th APRA committee meeting at 7.30pm on 5 October 2022 via Zoom [draft]
Present: Justin Douglas (JD) Chair, Kate Buckley (KB), Geoff Dyson (GD), John Hedges (JH), Norman James (NJ), Robert Pankhurst (RP).
1. Apologies: Chrissy Alford, Paul Farnsworth, Andrew Yaras.

2. Minutes of last meeting: JH requested that these be amended to note that his FOI request had shown that the previous traffic orders used to close the Market Place to traffic had been retrospective and that the closure was therefore evidently unlawful. Subject to this the minutes were approved.

3. Matters arising. NJ had approached the Bishop of Richborough and had secured his kind permission to hold APRA’s next summer party in his garden on Saturday 15th July 2023. These arrangements were approved by the committee.

4. AGM. JD proposed that the existing template for areas of activity to be covered should be followed and that there would be no special presentations on particular topics. The Committee agreed an outline as follows, but this can be changed, and the order may be different:
· An opening explanation of the role of Committee members would be useful
· Social event - NJ
· Membership - JD
· APRA’s relations to other organisations: possibly JD to summarise before we go to the detail by RP (at beginning)
· Road closure trials – RP (liaising with JH)
· Resurfacing - KB
· Waste - tackling from 3 angles - ward councillors, City Vision Group, Conservation 50 with regards to how the Public Realm looks-KB
· Conservation & Planning Development Working Group - KB
· Planning – KB, with PF for a specific example (Mount Pleasant)
· Licensing - RP
· Green spaces – GD.
It was agreed that there would be a written summary of activities undertaken by APRA to be circulated to members prior to the AGM. 

5. GD reported on actions to combat unsightly and messy streets. He had had positive discussions with Cllr Edgar Hill (EH) over this issue and EH is keen to promote a City-wide initiative to tackle the problems as he considers that St Albans compares unfavourably with other Herts towns. These discussions also encompassed the state of Verulamium Park and the river Ver. It was agreed that APRA would write formally to support EH on this. Action: JD.

6. KB took the chair at this point in proceedings, as JD and NJ left. The following further actions were agreed:

· KB to contact Chair of the Combined Residents’ Associations to put forward JH as a potential representative for the issue of road closures .RP & JB to support and bring up to speed

· KB to contact Edgar Hill on waste collection issues in APRA streets and also resurrecting the Conservation Area Planning and Development Working Group 

· JH to circulate Google drive link for all committee members to add content for AGM

· RP to send reminder to members to submit Parking Survey responses and their priorities for APRA for the coming year

· JH to share Freedom of Information on TPOs to all 

· RP to attend City Neighbourhoods Committee (CNC) next week 

· KB will circulate proposed draft terms of reference for CNC which includes new reference points around Conservation Area planning matters.

Next meeting: 26 October at 7.30 pm via Zoom.





