Minutes of the 53rd APRA committee meeting via Zoom on 25 July 2022

Present: Justin Douglas (JD) (Chair), Kate Buckley (KB), Paul Farnsworth (PF), Norman James (NJ), Geoff Dyson (GD), Robert Pankhurst (RP).

1. Apologies: Chrissie Alford. NJ would join soon, but RP and JD agreed to cover Minute-taking
2. Minutes of the previous meeting of 6 June were approved.

3. Matters arising from the minutes. 
(i) RP apologised for the lack of action over a general letter to engage with new Ward Councillors on our main concerns. 
(ii) RP and Clive Parish (Chair, FSRA) had exchanged e-mails with Cllr Allison Wren (Deputy Chair of Public Realm Committee, PRC) about residents’ dissatisfaction with the closure of the Spicer Street toilets - Cllr Wren had acknowledged and would discuss and up date us. 
4. Planning and licensing. 
(i) The Farriers Arms is available for community buy-out for the next 6 months. JD would advise members in a round-up email soon. 
(ii) RP reported a member’s objection to an application from MUST wine bar for 8 tables and 22 seats on the roadway. A new branch of Old Toms Bar in Swanne Yard had applied for a licence including recorded and amplified music, heard by the Licensing sub-committee on 19 July. The potential disturbance from these new bars was a concern and not necessarily in accord with High Street recovery aims. RP would write to the Chair of the PRC about this. 

(iii) It was agreed to endorse Michael Ormiston’s letter to PRC about the prospect of a skate park in a new activity area in the Water Meadow of Verulamium Park - RP to include, as in (ii). GD to enquire about joining Verulamium Park Consultative Forum.
(iv) The new house at 1 Mount Pleasant now had planning consent. In view of the potential for traffic congestion and damage to the pavements, KB would check on the provision of construction management conditions. KB would also press Cllr Hill about continuing the work of the planning and development working group with the new Councillors.
5. The 15 July APRA Garden Party at Parkside House had been rated a great social success, with about 60 attendees from throughout the APRA area. Thanks were due to Bishop Banks (NJ had sent a small gift), GD and his trio for a much appreciated musical accompaniment (a small token would be likewise sent to them), and NJ & JD for excellent catering. NJ would try to identify a date for repeating this event in 2023.

6. The APRA flyer had been delivered to 500 addresses in the area (still a few short). Perhaps 20 new members (or resurrected members) had been engaged and there were two potential new volunteers for the committee. Others had paid at the garden party. JD would follow up.

7. Roads and pavements. 

(i) KB and RP were working on a short paper on waste collection operations for presentation as an Agenda item at the City Neighbourhoods Committee in September. 

(ii) Engagement with the High Street Recovery pedestrianisation trials was actively continuing within a Combined Residents Association working group led by Tim Leicester (VRARA). KB is APRA rep, with RP as stand-in. 

8. City Matters (report)

(i) SADC was not immediately considering the formation of a City/Parish Council for the unparished area of St Albans, but the idea was not taken off the table - it could be restarted even outside the current Community Governance Review, which concludes in December.
(ii) SADC had a live project to redevelop the area from the Magistrates’ Court to beyond the Civic Centre (known as CCOSN). This includes the Alban Arena which will either be completely renovated and expanded or demolished and rebuilt. RA and Civic Society reps would participate in three of the main project streams (Culture, Travel, Sustainability).
(iii) A separate consultative group is being led by Cllr Chris White to elaborate a new City Vision for inclusion in the Local Plan. With CRA and Civic Soc reps. [RP will attend 28 July meeting for Civic Soc.]

(iv) The proposal for a Conservation Area Advisory Committee is being actively pursued with Cllr White’s support. [26 July meeting: RP will engage with SADC officers to move this on]
9. Next meeting by Zoom 7:30 Wednesday 31 August.
