Minutes of the 49th APRA committee meeting via Zoom 2nd March 2022

1. Present: Justin Douglas (JD), Chair, Chrissie Alford (CA), Kate Buckley, Geoff Dyson (GD), Paul Farnsworth (PF), Norman James (NJ), Robert Pankhurst (RP). Apologies: none

2. Minutes of the previous meeting were approved, subject to minor amendments to be submitted in writing by KB.

3. Matters arising. (i) There had been no progress in establishing Cllr Chris White’s projected group on City Centre issues. (ii) Planning applications. No developments had occurred except in relation to 1 Mt Pleasant.PF reported that a response to revised proposals in relation to design and conservation issues had been posted on the Planning Portal by the Planning Department case officer. This was full of material inaccuracies in relation to the size (which had not been reduced), visual impact and stylistic incoherence of the proposed dwelling and the plans were still unacceptable. PF agreed to seek permission to pass on the refutation of the Planning Officer’s analysis by an objector so that further action by APRA could be considered. Objectors had already complained to the Head of Planning about these inaccuracies as a valid decision could not be made on the application without correction of them.

KB noted that Cllr Chris Davies had outlined prospective changes to the way in which the Planning Committee would handle preliminary treatment of planning applications which would make call-in of such proposals to the committee more difficult. It might be more difficult in future to pursue objections, especially as some councillors and officers displayed a lack of familiarity with aspects of the National Planning Policy Framework. RP added that the Civic Society was opposed to any weakening of the ability of councillors to call in planning proposals.

Action: the issue would be raised at the Planning and Development Group meeting.

4. Planning applications in respect of No 15 College St, No 23 Lr Dagnall St and the Old Church, Verulam Rd (out of area) were noted. Construction Management and Highways Management plans should be sought in all cases, whereas planning officers were tending to wave through applications without seeking appropriate safeguards.

5. Public toilets. The importance of public toilets remaining open  in Spicer St, Verulamium Park and other locations was agreed in terms of public health, maintenance of the conservation area,  and more specifically the needs of  families with children, those with disability and health problems and tourists. Proposals to close Council-run toilets in our area were unacceptable. 

Action: KB suggested that the issue be tackled through the City Neighbourhoods Committee, via the Combined Residents Associations. GD agreed to provide bullet points for KB to highlight the key issues.

6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Cross-roads safety (College St/Lr Dagnall St/Spicer St). Cllr Sandy Walkington would be discussing what improvements might be viable with Herts County Council officers.

Action: JD to follow up with Cllr Walkington.

7. Road closures. Cross-roads traffic would again be monitored in College St. to provide background data before the phased closures.

8. May elections. The whole of SADC would be up for election in May. APRA would again ask for statements on planning, parking, pollution and conservation matters from candidates.

Action: RP to contact ward candidates.

9. Community projects. No further developments had occurred. The possibility of rails with under-lighting to prevent falls and injury on the corner of George St and Romeland was still being investigated. Action: GD would continue to press for safety improvements on the steps near the Weavers’ cottages.

10.  Planning and Parking Group. The future of this working group was unclear after the forthcoming council elections. KB would advise on whether a separate parking working group was needed. JD would also discuss further identifiable parking spaces with Cllr Edgar Hill. 

11. Local governance review. RP noted that as residents’ associations represent only a fraction of local inhabitants, it was not clear that APRA  should be making any input itself. It was suggested that councillors might usefully provide a presentation on future options and this could be sought through the Combined Residents Associations. This would need to be done by 31st March.

12. Blue plaques. The plaque to John Ball went up on 25th February. The next, celebrating Nathaniel Cotton, was to be unveiled in College St on 25th March.
Six more plaques were on order.

Action: RP to notify members about the next unveiling.

13. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 29th March 7.15-8.45pm (provisional). Subsequently changed to 31st March.

14. AOB. CA agreed to help JD with community matters. KB suggested that there might be a push for new members and asked if there could be a flyer distributed inviting residents to join APRA. This could have a membership form on the back. Input was invited from committee members within two weeks. This should be in the form of one-line statements, supported by photos, about issues which were of current concern.








