Minutes of the 47th APRA committee meeting held virtually 7th December 2021

Present: Justin Douglas convener, Geoff Dyson, Robert Pankhurst, Kate Buckley, Andrew Yaras, Paul Farnsworth.

1. Apologies: Jill Fisher, Norman James, Chrissy Alford
2. PF was welcomed to the committee.
3. Officers were agreed as follows: Chair (Justin), Vice Chair (Kate), Treasurer (Andrew), Secretary (Robert), Membership Secretary (Justin would continue for the present).
4. Committee members’ responsibilities were reviewed and agreed currently as follows:

Reviewing and commenting on Planning Applications (Robert, Kate)

State of roads and pavements (Geoff)

Website (vacant)

Finance (Andrew)

Communication with members (Robert, Justin)#
Membership drive (Justin, Chrissy?)

Social activities (Norman, Chrissy)

Community projects - green spaces (Geoff)
# communications would be circulated within committee before sending out
External Representations

Combined Residents’ Association: CRA (Kate)

City Neighbourhoods Committee (Kate, Justin)

City Centre Vision group (Kate, Robert)

Road Closures project (Robert, Paul)

Conservation Area Planning and Development Working Group (Kate, Paul)

St Albans School liaison group (Robert)*
Conservation 50 (Robert, Kate)

Blue Plaques St Albans (Robert)
* Geoff would take over following the next meeting on 14 December
5. Minutes of the previous meeting (19 October) were approved. 

6. Matters arising. 
(i) Residents’ representatives co-opted to the now abandoned Neighbourhood Forum steering group had an informal meeting called by Cllr Chris White to see how they could continue involvement with incorporating a City Centre Vision into the St Albans Local Plan. Kate and Robert attended for APRA. Cllr White’s notes on that meeting and a date for the next were awaited.

(ii) Bishop Banks had confirmed the use of his garden once more for an APRA party on Friday 15 July, 5 pm to 7:15/7:30 pm. Geoff said his band could offer live music, if the Bishop were agreeable.

(iii) Justin reported on discussion at the City Neighbourhoods Committee on 10 November concerning the plans in hand for the lakes in Verulamium Park. General enquiries and concerns could be addressed to the Verulamium Park Consultative Forum. 
7.
The recent AGM (11 November) was considered to have been successful, but was not as tightly programmed as in 2020. In future we should aim to keep individual discussions to a time limit. Survey questions that had to be held over due to running out if time should be sent out as an e-mail questionnaire, which Justin would draft.
8. Kate reported on the previous day’s meeting of the CA Planning and Development Working Group. Cllr Chris Davies continued to work hard on getting responses and commitments from Council officers and there was now agreement on the need for clearly specified management plans for construction traffic, scheduling and environmental impact. Progress had been slow but pressure was beginning to be effective. 
9. Geoff commented on the danger of descending the angled steps from the path in front of Romeland cottages down to the George Street corner in the dark. A meeting with HCC officers had been asked for and we would convey our preference for discrete lighting to illuminate the edge.
10.  AOB. Geoff also reported on a meeting at the Fleetville Community Centre to seek bids for a Community Grants. Although the scheme presented was not quite what we had expected, there was apparently money available for projects such as green space improvements. The area below Romeland cottages, the Glossop Garden in Abbey Mill Lane and the Brickie were all considered as potential targets. A meeting of the Community Advice Surgery was due on 16 December. Suggestions should be sought, including from members (to be included in Justin’s draft questionnaire. 
11. Date of next meeting: 20 January 2022.
The meeting closed at 9 pm
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