Abbey Precincts Residents Association

Minutes of 37th APRA Committee Meeting

1 December 2020 at 8pm (via Zoom)

Present: Justin Douglas (JD), Geoff Dyson (GD), Robert Pankhurst (RP), Ralph Parry (RKP), Kate Buckley (KB), Norman James (NJ), Andrew Yaras (AY) and Jill Fisher (JF).

JD agreed to chair the meeting and welcomed JF as a new committee member.

Apologies: none.

Election of officers.

GD was elected as Chair, JD as Vice-Chair, RP as Secretary and AY as Treasurer. It was agreed that there should be flexibility in the discharge of the first three roles and GD and JD or other committee members might chair individual meetings as appropriate. RP sought assistance for some of his current tasks as Secretary. NJ and AY volunteered to take on the duties of minutes secretary. RP would remain the focal point for correspondence with members, the public, other residents’ associations and councillors. KB agreed to monitor planning and licensing applications. JF would liaise with and deliver communications to members without e-mail. Beyond committee roles, RKP agreed to act as street representative for the Verulam Road on a trial basis.

Minutes of the previous meeting of 20 October 2020 were approved for mounting on the website.

Minutes of the AGM on 24 November 2020. Poll results from the AGM needed to be incorporated in the minutes before mounting them on the website. They were approved on this basis. It was noted that the AGM had approved annual subscriptions at the current level but that this did not preclude additional payments or donations by members.

Covid-19 road closures. GD had previously circulated a draft containing four possible options for re-routing traffic and RP had commented on these. It was agreed that these should be circulated to APRA members in due course for selection of a preferred option. Comments on the draft should be made to GD as soon as possible. APRA should then liaise with other affected associations to agree on a common survey form to be sent to all their members. We should work with other residents’ associations to present a united front. KB would approach them, ideally before the next liaison meeting with St Albans School on 14 December. KB would also report on a recent meeting with CNC by e-mail.

Other items of business (agenda items 6-9) were deferred owing to lack of time. It was agreed that Peter Trevelyan should be thanked for chairing APRA since 2014 and that a suitable gift be sent to him.

10. Date of next meeting: 22 December [subsequently postponed to 12 January 2021].
