Abbey Precincts Residents Association
Minutes of 36th APRA Committee Meeting, 20 October 2020, 7:30 pm, 

Via Zoom
1. Present: Geoff Dyson, (Deputy Chair), Robert Pankhurst, Kate Buckley, Norman James, Justin Douglas. Apologies: Andrew Yaras, Peter Trevelyan, Ralph Parry. Guest (at start): Lisa Heleniak
2. Minutes of the last committee meeting – Robert apologised for not providing. 

3. Plan for Zoom AGM. Lisa would control the entry of (muted) participants, polls (e.g., voting for committee), and the sequence of powerpoint displays. She would provide a link to send out with invitations. Justin would act as stand-in chair for the meeting. Robert would circulate a draft Agenda soon, and collate all necessary illustrations for passing on to Lisa. No talk would be included, but Geoff had a 5-minute music video that could be used to fill a short interval should we decide on that. Smooth presentation was imperative and we should arrange a rehearsal for the committee beforehand. [all]
4. Covid diversions and pedestrianisation. This is likely to be one of the main issues at the AGM. We should ask members to think about what priorities APRA should take in discussion with councils – we should plan a pre-meeting list of options, a vote at the meeting and a questionnaire to all members immediately afterwards. This could include the latest data on traffic monitoring in College and Spicer streets [RP]
5. The loss of car parking was also likely to be a hot topic. Justin would write to Cllr Barrett to ask for progress on provision of replacement parking for residents previously discussed. [JD]
6. Heavy construction traffic. There seemed to be a lull with completion of the early stages of developments in College Place and Lower Dagnall Street, following intense and unreasonable disruption over the past months. In response to our lobbying, our Ward and County councillors had initiated a motion to the full Council (presented by Cllrs Davies and Donald, which was approved) that the Planning Policy Committee should look into ways of restricting over-sized vehicles in the Conservation Area and enforce better control of parking abuse. This was noted at the 6 October PPC meeting and Council officers’ responses are being sought. 
7. Committee membership. Peter (current Chair) would be standing down from the committee at the AGM. The need for new members (up to 3) is even more urgent than usual. We should all consider who we might approach before the AGM and Justin would look at recent members to see who might be invited.
8. Concern had been expressed at cleaning fallen leaves on pavements. We should ask Ward councillors to find out if agreed cleaning and tree maintenance schedules were being followed [JD].

9. Planning and enforcement. The CCOSS proposal was available for comment but the documentation was far too complex for most residents to investigate. Robert had been working with others on a joint letter to the relevant scrutiny committee about insufficient progress with enforcement: this would be shared with committee [RP]  
10. The meeting ended at 9.45 pm
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