Abbey Precincts Residents Association
Minutes of 35th APRA Committee Meeting, 16 July 2020, 8:30 pm, 

Via Zoom
1. Present: Geoff Dyson, (Deputy Chair), Robert Pankhurst, Kate Buckley, Norman James, Justin Douglas, Ralph Parry. Apologies: Andrew Yaras, Peter Trevelyan. 

2. Minutes of the last committee meeting were approved. 

3. Covid-19 issues. No-one was aware of residents in need of help at present but we should consider the effects of any local lockdown. Kate had circulated a document outlining Hertfordshire’s plan for this eventuality, which involves most council leaders. We should write to Chris White to offer help and remind members [GD, RP].
4. Progress of lockdown easing. No-one had direct experience of business re-opening activities George Street but these are probably being advertised by social media. No problems had been reported, except for the overflowing litter bins in Verulamium Park (which was otherwise being well cared for by the wardens). There seemed to be problems with the use of the Pub-in-the-Park donation for tree planting and further bin provision – this could also be queried with the Council leader [GD].
5. Traffic in the Conservation Area. Car traffic had been abnormal in Lower Dagnall Street on Saturday morning (Justin), due to drivers not anticipating High Street closure. Signage in Romeland had improved but the No Entry into Spicer Street was still not clear enough. Katherine Fletcher had continued with a valuable rush-hour monitoring of the Lower Dagnall Street crossroads. 
6. Construction traffic had returned with a vengeance, especially in College Place, where constant damage to kerbs and pavements was being caused by HGVs. There was inconvenience due to illegal parking of construction vehicles and concern about damage to water supplies, as a drop in pressure had been noticed (Kate). {Planned waterworks in George Street, Spicer Street and Lower Dagnall Street had been postponed}. Failure of waste collection had been reported in narrow streets and Edgar Hill should be asked for an update on the plan for smaller collection vehicles. 
7. Despite advance warning the micro-surfacing of Welclose Street had been a mess, with tarmac spilling into the stone guttering. The absence of proper supervision for such work was an ongoing source of carelessness. Sandy Walkington had been informed, but the problem needed further emphasizing.

8. Justin was working with Andrew on obtaining APRA subscription payments and had been making telephone reminders with some success. Kate also advised prospective members and Ralph offered to help with leafleting as required. [JD].

9. We should reluctantly abandon any prospect of rescheduling the summer social event due to uncertainty over the need for social distancing in the near future (and the probable reluctance of some members to engage). We should give more thought to when this might be possible, and to what to do about the November AGM [All]. Robert would contact the Spicer Street church authorities for their thoughts.

10. There was heightened concern at the continual loss of large trees in the area, which was contrary to the need for action on terms of the climate emergency as well as degrading the appearance of the city centre. We should establish contact with the Civic Society tree group and others to promote positive action [RP].
Next meeting TBC. The meeting ended at 9.45 pm
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