Abbey Precincts Residents Association
Minutes of 34th APRA Committee Meeting, 25 June 2020, 8:30 pm, 

Via Zoom
1. Present: Kate Buckley (acting Chair), Robert Pankhurst, Norman James, Justin Douglas, Ralph Parry, Mike Hall (co-opted for part). Apologies: Geoff Dyson, Peter Trevelyan. Some had major problems with Zoom on this occasion, so barely quorate.

2. Minutes of the last committee meeting were approved. 

3. Easing out of Covid-19 lockdown.

(a) Collaboration with BID, Inside Out and SADC. Mike (APRA representative) reported on a walkabout with the purpose of looking for open spaces that could be used for outside social hospitality under and road closures – four were identified (not including George Street itself at this stage) although this was before announcement of the imminent reduction of ‘social distancing’ from 2 m to 1 m. Planning and licensing (until 8 pm) permission would be needed from both SADC and HCC. A further meeting in one month was envisaged and Mike would keep APRA concerns about noise pollution on the agenda as well as informing us of any progress. Mike was thanked for taking on this role.

(b) The inadequacy of traffic signage and control with respect to the closure of George Street was widely noticed and had been regularly reported to Cllrs White and Walkington. There was urgent need for clear warning of ‘no through road to city centre’ at the Folly lane roundabout and the St Michaels end of Fishpool Street, as well as effectively stopping illegal entry to Spicer Street from the Romeland end - traffic ignoring the one-way system was frequently observed, highly dangerous to other road users and pedestrians, and potentially a cause of disturbance to the peace.

(c) Katharine Fletcher had volunteered to monitor traffic movements the Lower Dagnall Street – Spicer Street/College Street junction for a while. Thus was a much appreciated offer which should provide hard evidence of the effects of lockdown-easing and the change circulation. 

(d) The sudden return in force of heavy construction traffic was highly noticeable. Residents in College Place suffer the most and complaints of obstruction by illegally parked vans have been forwarded to relevant Ward and Planning Councillors with criticism of the lack of protective conditions attached to planning approvals. The return of normal parking restrictions on 1 July should permit stronger enforcement.

(e) The return of St Albans School traffic would be another important factor in damage to the local environment and we remain committed to reducing its impact long-term. There was no agreement on the need for a propaganda exercise until more was known about how the School would be handling re-opening. We should write to the School asking to be kept informed about their plans.
4. The next Zoom meeting would be on Thursday 9 July after the next stage of release of lockdown.

The meeting closed at 9:40 pm
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