Abbey Precincts Residents Association
Minutes of 33rd APRA Committee Meeting, 4 June 2020, 9.00 pm, 

Online via Zoom
1. Present: Robert Pankhurst, Geoff Dyson, Kate Buckley, Norman James, Justin Douglas, Ralph Parry, Peter Trevelyan (later). Apologies: Andrew Yaras
2. Minutes of the last committee meeting were approved. 

3. Coronavirus outbreak. None of the Committee had been made aware of anyone in the area in urgent need of assistance. Older residents had help available. 

4. Traffic Measures. It was too early to judge the overall effect (and effectiveness) of the road closures put in to allow for ‘social distancing’ when shops, bars and restaurants re-opened – planned for the start of July. Drivers had been seen either ignoring the closure of George Street (from either end) or driving off the wrong way down Spicer Street, but this will not be possible once traffic builds up again. There was no effective monitoring in the Conservation Area and we might ask members to watch carefully. Robert was feeding comments received, particularly about road signs, to Cllrs Chris White and Sandy Walkington on a weekly basis. [RP]
5. In connection with re-opening, we had received an indirect invitation to talk with local business planners (BID, George Street ‘Inside Out’ group) on how residents could help and how the environment could be protected (e.g., from excessive noise associated with open-air activities). None of the Committee felt able to take this on, but we could again ask if any member would volunteer. The manner of re-opening of St Albans School would be crucial, especially with regard to their contract with PPH. We should convey concerns and ideas through Ward Councillors. [RP]
6.
Planning. Analysis of comments on the SADC website showed that our members were overwhelmingly against the latest application for 1 Mount Pleasant. We sent a summary of objections to Planning Committee (Central) members who refused the application on 18 May. Old Garden Court residents had sent us a summary of the history of planning on this site. SADC Enforcement had required removal of new signage and front door for the Verulam Arms, which had been varied out: unfortunately one of the brass-letter signs had been damaged and the original front door apparently lost – Enforcement had been notified. Kate warned that construction work on several houses in College Place (including the old garage site) and Lower Dagnall Street had restarted or were about to do so: the long-suffering residents were in for a bad time, especially while some were still ‘shielding’. The committee empathised – members should keep close watch on these activities. [RP]
7. Summer Social. Bishop Banks had agreed to possible postponement to September, but the situation would have to be kept under review. [NJ]
8. TPO Host data had been obtained which showed a remarkable hit rate for the APRA website, but it was impossible to distinguish genuine local interest. We should maintain the site and consider possible improvements. [all]
7. Because of restricted Zoom time, Kate asked for fortnightly committee meetings. This next meeting would be on Thursday 18 June, but at the earlier time of 8:30 pm.

The meeting closed at 9:40 pm
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