Abbey Precincts Residents Association
Minutes of 31st APRA Committee Meeting, 11 March 2020, 8.00 pm, 

13 College Street

1. Present: Peter Trevelyan, Robert Pankhurst, Geoff Dyson, Kate Buckley, Andrew Yaras, Norman James. Apologies: Justin Douglas, Ralph Parry.
2. Minutes of the last committee meeting were approved. 

3. Coronavirus outbreak. Geoff suggested setting up a local volunteer database to help any vulnerable residents. It was agreed that Ward Councillors would be informed. 
3.
 Points arising: 

· Local crime. Norman had spoken with local PCSO team about recent rowdiness and a robbery, but they felt that there was no particular crime ‘spike’. They would ask for renewal of the Romeland PSPO which was seen as effective.
· Kate presented a summary of Questionnaire replies. Safety on the streets and pavements seemed to be the main concern but street scene (cleanliness), care of the Conservation Area and parking also figured. The break-down could be posted on the website. [RP]

· Kate would ask Jane Parker (SADC) if her letter about policy on kerb-side waste collection could be posted on the APRA website. [KB]
· Conversations with the St Michaels RA about producing an informative ‘Welcome Card’ for new arrivals were promising. A design would be worked up and costed; and Fishpool Street RA should also be involved. [KB] 

· Sandy Walkington has promised re-painting by HCC of three heritage lampposts (two in Spicer Street, one in Lower Dagnall Street) as the start of an ongoing project. Unfortunately rust was breaking through on those recently re-painted in Waxhouse gate and this would need investigation before further work. 

· St Albans School buses and other inappropriate heavy traffic in the area. A meeting with Chris White, Leader of the Council, had resulted in only a little progress, concerning the possible reduction in double-decker buses and refuse lorries (a short report on the meeting had been circulated to members). HCC were to evaluate changes in traffic flow with regard to George Street, which could have effects elsewhere. We will continue to work with FSRA and Kevin Keenan to maintain pressure for more change.
· The Conservation 50 group had held a small party for supporters on 27 February at which Tim Boatswain (Chair) and Kate had celebrated achievements in 2019 and Robert reviewed future plans. The Blue Plaques scheme was going well.

· It was suggested that the refusal of a further runway at Heathrow on environment grounds might similarly lead to the abandonment of Luton airport expansion plans that were opposed by HCC and SADC. 
. 4. Planning:

· Kate and Robert (together with Tim Boatswain, Chair of the Civic Society) had taken Cllr Jamie Day (portfolio holder for planning) on a brief walk to witness the extensive construction work and changes to properties in the area – he seemed impressed. We pointed out the lack of clarity in some aspects of Conservation Area policy (a situation that has since become further obscured by the approval of UPVC windows if they are ‘of an acceptable design’ and without the need for planning permission).
· SADC planners had granted approval for garage conversion in Bowes Lyon Mews, and recently for a drinking licence at the Mad Squirrel Tap, both objected to by APRA and others. The current proposal for a 5- bedroom house, 15-metre swimming block and two-storey garage annexe at 1 Mount Pleasant was still pending. Unauthorised changes of signage at PHs in the area were being processed by SADC Enforcement.
5. Roads and Pavements. Geoff reported frustration at the incomplete re-painting of the College Street STOP sign and the utter lack of pavement repairs. It was suggested that only complaints registered on the HCC website were effective. Temperance Street had been resurfaced (covering the stone-sett gutters) but was now already being dug up in places for water/gas services. 
6. A whatsapp group for committee communications was raised again and it was agreed to proceed with this. [KB]
7. No APRA talk had been arranged. One on the brewing history of the area was suggested might be popular.
8. Bishop Norman Banks had agreed to a summer social in his garden on 20 June, which would be arranged as previously with a budget of £200. A suggestion from Society of St Michaelas and Kingsbury for a joint social event would be considered for next year. [NJ]

9. Justin had reported a full membership of 95 but Kate had a further 6/7 to be added.

10. The use of the website was questioned, e.g., was there a counter that registered ‘hits’. [RP]

11. AOB. Kate thought that we needed a more positive spin in Newsletters which tended to concentrate on problems. She cited those produced by St Michaels as an example. A new APRA project could provide a focus for member participation and might make use of the core funding available from the City Neighbourhoods Committee: ideas for the use of un-owned open land in the area might be investigated.
The meeting closed at 10:15 pm
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