
Abbey Precincts Residents Association  SURVEY 
St Albans Road Closures and Traffic Rerouting - the Future 
 
Those who live close to the city centre will by now be familiar with the temporary 
closure of George Street, High Street and Market Place to through traffic. The recent 
APRA AGM highlighted the unacceptable increase in traffic funnelled through a small 
number of streets in the Conservation Area, especially College Street and Spicer Street. 
Presumably residents in Folly Lane and Catherine Street are equally upset. 

Whereas the closures are supposedly temporary, in order to allow easier social 
distancing for shoppers, many have noted the reduction in congestion, noise and 
pollution in the historic centre and there is pressure to retain at least some of the 
benefits long-term. Both St Albans Civic Society and St Albans BID have suggested 
permanent pedestrianisation of George Street. However the downside is that 
displaced traffic, broken access to the east of the city and the associated loss of 
parking bays are clearly very negative for some of our members.  

Any future arrangement will require a more integrated solution over a wider area and 
proper consultation - one has been offered by Verulam Ward Councillors “if residents 
and businesses make it clear that they like the new arrangements and want them to 
stay”. Without such consultation exploring all the knock-on effects, the matter may be 
driven by others and decided for us. The Civic Society is consulting its members on one 
scheme (see below). There is also a current ePetition to HCC seeking a consultation 
primarily for ‘a permanent city centre pedestrianisation of St Albans to include George 
Street and Market Place’, to which many responses will be from people outside the 
area. We are extremely concerned that those who live here and the surrounding 
streets, who will be directly affected by whatever comes next, should have their say 
and be recognised as having an important voice. Here we try to consider various 
options and their probable effects.  
 
With apologies we ask you to read our analysis below and complete yet another 
questionnaire on the subject (attached) with your overall considered view. We plan to 
cooperate with other local Residents Associations on this and Councillors will be asked 
for their support. 
Numbers are important. If you want your say, then please respond using the form at 
the end of this message. 

 
Future Possibilities.  
We see five basic schemes, which could perhaps be refined, although some may prove 
to be impracticable. All would need ready adoption by HCC, St Albans BID and St 
Albans School to work effectively. Please read carefully. 
 
Scheme 1) George Street closed to all traffic except emergency vehicles, High Street 
reopened to through traffic. 
 This would prevent the effective unified pedestrian area of Market Place, the 

Clocktower and Waxhouse Gate.  



 It would mean the return of rush-hour queuing in Verulam Road/High Street and 
do nothing to solve the extreme air pollution at the Peahen junction, although it 
would ease the current pressure on Folly Lane and Catherine Street. 

 It would allow reinstatement of the route from Romeland and the Conservation 
Area south and west of Verulam Road out via o London Road and Holywell Hill.  

 Delivery vehicles for George Street are likely to cause further congestion in 
Verulam Road and High Street, or gather in or around Romeland – one of the least 
spoilt parts of the Conservation Area.   

 Six parking bays in George Street and the taxi rank in High Street will be 
unavailable. 

 All traffic for Romeland, Abbey Mill Lane and Fishpool Street would enter via 
College Street and Spicer Street. An APRA traffic survey indicated that traffic in 
these streets between the hours of 07.45 and 09.00 increased from about 30 
vehicles to over 200 vehicles in September when schools reopened - many 
residents consider this an unacceptable cause of noise, disturbance, pollution and 
damage to the historic environment. Exit from the area would be as at present via 
Fishpool Street, although light traffic could circuit through Welclose Street and 
Lower Dagnall Street back to Verulam Road or down Mount Pleasant.   

 
Scheme 2) Both High Street and George Street closed to all traffic except emergency 
vehicles, as in the present temporary arrangement. 
 Funnelling of all traffic for Romeland into the Conservation Area as described 

above remains an unresolved issue.  
 Parking bays in George Street and the taxi rank in High Street are unavailable, as 

above.   
Differences from Scheme 1 are: 
 As with Schemes 3 and 4 below, traffic from the Conservation Area south of 

Verulam Road out to London Road and the Station and down Holywell Hill 
continues to be diverted via Catherine Street (or further north).  

 There is no entry into High Street from the Peahen junction, where congestion 
and pollution would be reduced.  

 Delivery vehicles for George Street and High Street could be restricted to the top 
end of Verulam Road, where they would turn round and return the same way. 

 The area between the Clock Tower, Peahen junction and the bottom of George 
Street could be fully pedestrianised.  The pedestrian crossing at Waxhouse Gate 
could be removed. 

 
Scheme 3) Both High Street and George Street closed to all traffic except emergency 
vehicles but with a new turning circle at the head of George Street. 
This is part of the scheme put forward by the Civic Society. The practicality of a turning 
circle for large vehicles still has to be demonstrated - excessive manoeuvring would 
cause more disturbance and pollution. As above it would allow full pedestrianisation, 
equally without solving the lack of access across the city centre. It could alleviate the 
problem of heavy vehicle traffic in the Conservation Area, although cars and light 
vehicles to the Romeland area would still enter via College Street and Spicer Street and 
exit via Fishpool Street or Welclose Street.  
Other differences: 



 School buses and coaches enter via Verulam Road, disembark/embark pupils 
outside the back of Christopher Place, turn round and exit the same way. Delivery 
vehicles for High Street and George Street would do the same.  

 School buses would not need to use College, Spicer or Fishpool streets. 
 Pupils would walk to and from the School via a fully pedestrianised George Street.  
 Parking in George Street would be unavailable but without the School coaches, 

parking for residents (and possibly pay & display shoppers) will be available 
alongside the Romeland Hill wall throughout the day. 

 
Scheme 4) George Street closed, High Street closed to all but designated traffic with 
timed access. 
This can be seen as a compromise between Schemes 2 and 3, but could have a wide 
range of flexible modifications: 
 School coaches (and delivery vehicles?) would stop to disembark and embark in 

Verulam Road or High Street at set hours in the morning and evening, with pupils 
walking down the pedestrianised George Street or via Waxhouse Gate and the 
cathedral surrounds.   

 Coaches would exit the area in the direction they are facing without the need to 
construct a turning circle, but requiring some means of controlled access at both 
ends of High Street, e.g., rising bollards.   

 The pedestrianisation of High Street is compromised compared to Schemes 2 and 
3 - the Waxhouse Gate crossing lights may still be necessary for safety.  

 Traffic movements across the Peahen junction would be increased and 4-way 
traffic lights would be required for part of the time. 

 This is otherwise similar to Scheme 3: both result in a safer Romeland 
environment for pedestrians with no buses travelling down Fishpool Street. 

This scheme would probably work best if designated traffic were one-way only. It 
might be relaxed to allow free access through High Street overnight (e.g., from 10pm 
until 7:30am): this would minimise pollution and allow more convenient access across 
the city centre with minimal impact to High Street pedestrians. Control of such access 
would require rising bollards or at least clear traffic signals to make it secure.  
 
Scheme 5) Return to pre-Covid arrangements.   
Open High Street and George Street to normal traffic.  
 Traffic heading for the Conservation Area from the east and south via London 

Road and Holywell Hill continues down George Street. 
 Traffic from the north enters via College Street and Spicer Street.  
 Exit via Fishpool Street, Welclose Street or back up George Street. 
 The six parking bays in George Street and the High Street taxi rank would be 

available again. 
 Current traffic volume up Folly Lane and Catherine Street would be reset to pre-

diversions levels 
 School buses access via George Street and Spicer Street unless alternative drop-

off and pick-up points are found. 
 
 
********************************************************************** 



APRA Survey on local road closures after Covid-19 - Response 
 
Please indicate which, if any, of Schemes 1 – 5 you would prefer, or place them in 
order of preference if you wish. 
 
My preference(s) would be: 
 
 
 
Any additional comments: 
 
 
 
Name 
 
Address 
 
Joint members can each submit their own response of course - or please indicate if the 
response is on behalf of two members.  
Please either email to secretary.apra@gmail.com or print and post/deliver to APRA, 
c/o 13 College Street, St Albans AL3 4PW.  


