
 

 
 
St Albans City and District Council 
Planning Department  
Civic Centre 
AL1 3JE 
 
Planning Application 5/2017/1232 
 
We object to this application on the grounds of unsustainable overdevelopment and harmful 
impact on the Green Belt, the Conservation Area and the amenity of its residents. 
 
The new plans represent only a minor revision of the plan rejected (on similar grounds) in 2016. 
They still involve replacing a single storey building with a three-storey one on the same 
footprint.  There is no clear need to expand the seating capacity of the School by over 200 that 
would justify the loss of Green Belt.  The size, siting and style of the proposed building are 
unsympathetic and inappropriate for the Conservation Area.    
 
While recognising that the new School management has made efforts to engage with the local 
community since the refusal of the earlier planning application we consider that continued 
expansion of the School business is prioritised over residents’ amenity.  
 
Over the past decade major building acquisition and construction has taken place, partly in Green 
Belt land: Aquis Court, a vast Sports Centre and the planned Performing Arts Centre. 
Correspondingly, after a long period of relative stability the School roll has increased 
relentlessly, from 740 in 2004, to 805 in 2011, and 842 in 2017 (with a cap of 930). The ten new 
classrooms proposed would enable pupil numbers to increase by at least a further 10%.  The plan 
is also to enable facilities to be used by pupils from other schools. 
 
The associated increased strain on Conservation Area roads from construction traffic as well as 
potential increases in School bus and parental car traffic is unsustainable in an already 
overburdened road system with insufficient parking provision.  Further development that will 
increase road traffic, noise, pollution and congestion is not tenable. 
 
We therefore consider that this re-application should again be refused and that no further 
applications should be considered without prior agreement on: 

(a)  Strict controls on School pupil capacity, to the current roll size (842) 
(b)A School Travel plan, including a Code of Conduct for School bus and parental traffic 
management 
(c) Consideration of Section 106 funding  
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